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GIANT SNAKES AND MYSTERY MOUNDS IN NORTH AMERICA 

b y  Mar k A .  Hal l 

On 4 Janu ar y 1995 a man i n  A tl anta, Geo r gi a, w al k ed i nto hi s 
b edroo m and fou nd an 8- foo t boa c o nstr i c tor c o i l ed o n  hi s dr esser . 
He c al l ed the po l i c e .  A tl anta ani mal co ntrol o f f i c er s  r emov ed the 
sur pr i se vi si tor . T he man l ear ned that the snak e was a pet that had 
esc aped from a nei ghbor a month ear l i er .[1] 

Nor th Amer i c a  has b een the sc ene of encou nter s w i th tru l y  gi ganti c 
snak es, f ar bi gger than thi s o ne, for mo st o f  two c entu r i es .  S o me 
peo pl e  wou l d  w ant you to b el i ev e  that these epi sod es ar e no thi ng mor e  
than v ar i ati o ns o f  the same sto r y  I have ju st r el ated . To them gi ant 
snak es have esc aped f r o m  c i rc u ses, menager i es, and pr i v ate hand s .  
Suc h esc apes, espec i al l y  f r o m  pr i v ate owner shi p,  ar e l egi o n  these 
d ays, o f  that ther e is no doub t .  My f i l es ar e so thi c k  wi th them 
that I have for the most par t sto pped tr yi ng to k eep u p  wi th them. 

Do es the mod er n  f a sc i nati o n  wi th r epti l i an pets and thei r esc apes 
have any co nnec ti o n  at al l wi th the pr ehi stor i c  and hi sto r i c al r ecord 
o f  gi ant snakes? T her e ar e ser pent ef f i gi es and mou nd s ,  l or e  of 
d estruc tive ser pents, and hi sto r i c al accou nts of snak es do z ens of 
f eet l o ng .  L et's tak e a ser i ou s  look at the r ecord , and you d ec i de 
if you thi nk ther e i s  a co nnec ti o n .  Al so ,  ask your sel f if thi s r ecord 
should be di smi ssed as f abu l ou s .  
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Ttl!:: SJ::JU'I::NT r.IOUNU, SERI'I::NT MOUND J'ARK, NEAR 
LOUDEN, AUAMS COUNTY, OHIO. 

Fig. 1. Ohi o 's Gr eat S er pent Mou nd . 
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The Ame r ican Ind ian s buil t  monument s  in the f orm o f  g iant s nake s . 
The buil der s are l ong dead and cannot t e l l  u s  why they d id s o . Modern 
Amer icans have s een giant snake s , b igger than anything recogniz ed 
to exis t . I f  we c an s ee our way to accept ing the s urvival o f  s uch 
snakes as a natura l part of the environment in North Amer ic a , then 
the rea son for the monumen t s  become s c l earer . 

The Great Serpent Mound - Ohio 

The mo s t  f amou s o f  the s erpent e f f igie s  is t h e  Great S erpent 
Mound in Adams County , Oh io . ( S ee p .  9 1  and F ig s . 1 and 2 . ) The mound 
wa s surveyed by Squ ier and Davis in 1 8 4 6 . Later s urve y s  were 
u ndertaken in the 1 8 8 0 s . A co l l e c t ion wa s then t aken up in the c ity 
o f  Bos ton , Ma s s ach u s e t t s ,  wher e  funds were a ccumu l a ted t o  purcha s e  
the s ite in 1 8 8 6  a nd create a park for it s pres e rva t ion . 

Here is how one s urveyo r , J . P .  McLean , des cr ibed the s ett ing 
o f  the e ffig y :  

The works are l ocated , for t h e  mos t  part , on a t ongue o f  l and 
wh ich may be l ikened to a crooked finger . The s pu r  is formed 
by the jun c t ion of a ravine with the m a in branch o f  B r us h  Creek , 
and r is e s  to a he igh t  o f  abo ut one hundred f e �t above the l atter . 
I n  form it is irregu l a r  on the s u r f ac e  and bent c r e s ce nt - s haped , 
with the poin t  re s t ing towards the nor thwe s t . On the e a s t  the 
hil l is s teep , h a s  a s we l l ing c ur ve , and adm its o f  c ul tivat ion . 
On the we s t  it is concave , and former l y ! wa s c ul tivated a bo ut 
one - t h ird down the dec l ivity . When f1r_s_t d is c overed the who l e  
wa s covered with fore s t  tre es .  I n  1 8 6 0  the tre e s  were blown 
down by a h ur r icane . [F . W .  P utnam records tha t  " a  tornado s wept 
it s path d irec tly a l ong the serpe nt hil l "  a bo ut this time • . 

MAH ] For s e ve r a l  years a fte r , the l and , for the mo s t  part , was 
c ul t iva t ed , ! but the e ffigie s bea r  no tra c e  o f  having been 
d is tu rbed by t he p l ow . [2 )  

The works a s  d e s c r ibed by F . W .  P utnam inc l ude a n  oval embankment 
1 2 0 feet l ong and 6 0  feet wide at its wide st . He wen t  o n :  

Nin e  f e e t  f rom t h e  e a s tern e n d  o f  the ova l , and p a r tl y  enc lo s ing 
it , is a cre s cent - shaped bank , s eventeen fee t  w ide . From the 
extremit ie s  o f  this c re s cent, wh ich are 75 fee t  apart , begin 
the jaws o f  the s erpent,  formed by bank s 1 7  fee t  wide and 6 1  
and 5 6  f e e t , r e spec t ive l y , in l ength , meas u r ed on the ins ide 
f rom the u n ion with the c re s c en t  to the ir po in t  o f  meet ing , 4 7 
feet f rom the c onvex or e a s tern edge o f  the c r e s ce n t . 

* * * 
The head o f  the s e rpent a c ro s s  the poin t  o f  union o f  the jaws 
is thirty f e e t  wide and five fee t  h igh . F rom this po int the 
neck extends e a s tward more than one hundred fee t , with a s l ight 
curve t o  the north . 

* * * 
The end o f  the t a il poin ts acros s  the deep gu l ly in the h il l s ide 
to the we s tern end of t he ova l , which is 4 9 6  fee t  d is tant in 
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SKETCH MA.P Or 
SERPENT MOUND PARK. 

ADAMS COUNTY, OHIO. 

I, The Oval Embankment in front of the serpent's mouth. In this inclosure is a small mound of stones. 
2, The Serpent. 3, A low Artificial Mound near the head of the serpent. 4, A very small Artificial Mound 
just west of 3· s. ·6, 7, Ancient Excavations, appearing like sink-holes. 8, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, and in space 
bordered by xS, IS, 20, 21, are Sites of Ancient Habitations. 9, Burnt Stones on the clay. 10, A recent Indian 
Grave over two graves. u, Portions of Three Skeletons in a pile. 12, 13, Skeletons in the clay. 14, Grave 
with Two Skeletons. IS, Grave with Skeleton, over which was an ash bed. 16, Pieces of a lar�e Clay Pot. 
17, Small Burial Mound. 18, Several small Excavations in the clay, filled with dark earth. 19, 24, See 
above. This Village Site was afterwards found to extend 200 feet east and south. 25, Burnt space under 
the dark soil extending to the edge of large conical mound. 26, The Conical Mound, a monument over a 
single body. 27, 28, Cremation Places in the clay under the dark soil. 29, 30, 31, Very Ancient Graves 
deep in the clay;' 32, Small Mound over four ancient graves in the clay. 

Fig. 2. Map o f  S e rpent Mound Park . 
Mound of Oh io , " 8 7 4 . 

From Putnam , " Th e  S erpent 
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an a i r - l ine , but 1 3 4 8  feet i f  mea s ured f rom the we s tern end of 
the ova l at the neck o f  the s erpent , and then a l ong the dor s a l  
r i dge to the t i p o f  the ta i l , t h u s  f o l l owi ng a l l  t he curve s . 
Mea s ured from the t i p  of the upper jaw a t  the end o f  the ta i l , 
the s e rpent i t s e l f  i s  1 2 5 4  f e e t  i n  l ength . The average width 
o f  the body o f  the s erpent i s  about twenty f ee t , and its he i ght 
a l ong the head and body is f rom four to f i ve f ee t . From the 
beg i nn i ng o f  the t a i l gradua l l y dec rea s e s  in w i dth and he i ght 
unt i l  it term i na t e s  i n  a bank about a foot h i gh and near l y  two 
feet wide . [3 ]  

There have been d i s pu t e s  ever s i nce abou t the pr i o r  appearance 
of the s e rpent and a s soc i ated work s . S ome sma l l  mound s may repre s ent 
appendage s or horns in the area o f  the head . J . P .  McLean f ound what 
he dec l ared to be the remnan t s  o f  an ent i re f rog f i gure on the t i p  
o f  l and beyond the ova l embankment , wh i c h  was i n  t u r n  s a i d  to be a 
f rog 's egg . 

The s nake had s ome s pec i a l  mean i ng t o  the peop l e  who b u i l t  t h i s 
monumen t .  As one o l d  re ference book note s :  

Serpen t s  are o f ten s een a s  embodiments o f  gods , s uch a s  the 
r a t t l e s nake wor s h i ped i n  the Na tche z temp l e  of the Sun • • • •  

Reverence for the s e rpent i s  notab l e  among the I nd i an s , where 
its name h a s  been g i ve �  to r i ve r s , a s  the Kennebec a nd the 
Ant i etam . Among the Dakota s , S hawnee s ,  and S a c s  the word f or 
" sp i r i t "  and " snake " are s im i l ar . The A l gonqu i n s  th ink the 
l i gh tn i ng a huge s n ake • • • •  

Alligator Mound - Ohio 

I t  
Oh i o  i s  

has been 
the l ocat i on o f  another mound of p e c u l i ar appe arance . 
known a s  the " A l l i ga tor Mound" and " A l l i gator H i l l . "  

Fig. 3. The " A l l i gator Mound " i n  L i c k i�g Coun�y ,  Oh i o ,  m
t
i �h t  

have b e e n  i n s p i red b y  t h e  "Mon s t e r  L i z ard , an an 1ma l  once na 1ve 
to Oh i o . The draw i ng i s  from Smuc ker , " A l l i g ator Mound , "  3 5 0 . 
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I s aac Smucker d e s c r i bed th i s  L i ck i ng County mound i n  1 8 8 5 : 

"Al l i gator Mound" s o -c a l l ed i s  s i tuated on a h i l l  more than a 
hundred f e e t  h i gh , c a l l ed "A l l i g a tor H i l l , "  ha l f  a mi l e  north 
o f  the road l ead i ng f rom Newark to Granv i l l e , about s i x  mi l e s  
we s t  o f  t h e  former wh i ch i s  the county s eat , and l e s s  than a 
mi l e  e a s t  o f  the l a tter p l ace , wh i ch i s  a f l our i s h i ng Un i ver s i ty ,  
Co l l ege , and S em i nary town . The en t i re l ength o f  the animal 
repres ented is two hundred f eet , h i s h e ad ; body , l eg s , ( f our 
i n  number ) ,  ta i l  a l l  be i ng c l ea r l y  def i ned . The l ength of the 
body between the fore l eg s  and the h i nd l eg s  i s  f i f ty f e e t : the 
fore l egs are f u l l twenty feet l ong , and the h i nd l eg s  about 
twenty -f i ve feet i n  l e ngth . The head , fore s hou l der s ,  body and 
rump have e l evat i on vary i ng f rom three f e e t  to f i ve f e e t  more , 
whi l e the rema inder o f  the anima l i s  a l i tt l e  l e s s , the t a i l  
gradu a l l y  t ape r i ng o f f  t o  t h e  end , term i nat i ng i n  a twi s t  or 
curl s outhward . The a l l i gator l i e s  wi th in a na tura l po s i t i on 
on a nearl y  e a s t  and we s t  l i ne , w i t h  h i s  head to the we s t . On 
the north s i de , about twenty f e e t  f rom h i s  body i s  an e l evat ion 
compos e d  ma i n l y  of s tone s , apparent l y  thrown together at random . 
[ 4 ] 

Smucker a ccede s to c a l l ing i t  an a l l i gator " be c a u s e  i t  i s  known 
almo s t  u n i ver s a l l y by that name . "  No good rea son ha s been put forth 
for th i s  name except for the pecu l i ar shape o f  the mound , as shown 
in Fi g .  3. A l l i ga t o r s  are not f ound in th i s  part of North Ame r i ca . 
However , the a n imal dubbed the " G i ant Mon s t e r  L i z ard , " de s c r i bed by 
me i n  Natural Mysteries, [S] has been reported from c entra l Oh i o . 
I t  wa s p o s s ib l y  once common i n  the Great Swamps o f  the Great Lakes 
s t a te s .  Th i s  e ffi gy may memo r i a l i z e that spe c t a c u l a r  i tern o f  l o c a l  
f auna ju s t  a s  t h e  Great S e rpent Mound m i gh t  r e f l ec t  knowl edge o f  a 
g i ant snake . 

The o n l y  other a l ternat i ve for t h i s  pecu l i ar l y -s haped mound h a s  
been t h e  sugge s t i on t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  e f f i gy o f  a r a c c oon . 

OTHER SERPENT EFFIGIES ( Fi g . S ) 

Other l arge 
Kan s a s  t o  Ontar i o . 

r epre s en t a t i on s  o f  s erpents have been noted f rom 
Here i s  a br i e f  s ummary of s erpent i ne monumen t s . 

Medicine Knoll - South Dakota 

In 1 8 8 4  E . A .  A l l en o f  C i n c i nn a t i  preva i l ed upon an emp l oyee o f  
the Ch i c ago and Northwe s tern Ra i l road , L . N .  Tower , to vi s i t  and mea s ure 
a s tone s nake l oc ated e a s t  o f  P i e rre , South Dakota . I t  wa s known 
as Medi c i ne Butte , wh i l e  today i t  appe a r s  on maps a s  Med i c i n e  Kno l l . 
Tower wrote the f o l l owing to A l l en : 

There i s  a s nake on top o f  Medi c ine Butt e  ( near P i e rre , Oak . , )  
formed o f  s tone s about the s i z e o f  a man 's head . They are l a i d  
i n  two rows ( varying i n  wi dth apar t  t o  f orm a proper s hape ) f rom 
one to s i x f e e t , the who l e  be ing three hundred and f i f ty f eet 

-- ---- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------
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long . There are s tones a t  the ta i l  to repre s e n t  r a ttl e s . They 
have been rud e l y  c a rved . The eye s are two l arge red bowlder s .  
Al ong the who l e  l ength ,  i n  the center o f  the s nake , i s  a path 
where no gra s s  wa s a l l owed to grow unti l l a s t  s ea s on . The I ndi ans 
( S i oux ) have now abandoned the Bu tte as a p l ace o f  wor sh i p . 
There i s  abou t s even ty or e i gh ty a c r e s  o f  good l a nd on the top 
of the Bu tte and mo s t  of i t  i s  c overed wi th c i rc l e s  o f  s tone s 
tha t  mark the grave s o f  former ch i e f s . [6 ]  

Rice County - Kansas 

In 1 9 8 2  R .  Cl ark Ma l l am d i s covered the i mage of a s nake i n  R i c e  
Coun ty o f  Kans a s . T h e  image i s  c u t  i n to the ground a n d  meas ured 1 6 0 
f e e t  long ( F i g . 4 ) . I t  wa s found to be o r i e n ted to l oc a l  f e a tures 
c a l l ed "counc i l  c i rc l e s . "  Al s o  i t  wa s a l i gned e a s t and we s t  wi th 
the sol s ti c e s . [?] 

Adams County - Illinois 

S tephen Pee t i n  1 8 9 0  de s c r i bed h i s  d i s c overy of an e f f i gy about 
1 5 0 0  fee t i n  l eng th :  

The s erpen t e f f i gy d i s covered by the a u thor a f ew mi l e s  f rom 
h i s home i n  Adams Coun ty , I l l i no i s , i s  • • •  conformed to the tortuous 
shape o f  the c l i f f . The e f f i gy i s  in a very con s p i cuou s p l ace . 
I t  ove r l ooks the bo ttom l ands o f  the Mi s s i s s i pp i  R i ver for many 
m i l e s . The e f f i gy i ts e l f  is a s tr i k i ng ob jec t .  The head of 
the s e rpent r e s t s  on the south end of the b l u f f . The bend of 

Fig. 4• The i n tag l i o o f  a s erpen t  in R i c e  Cou
h
n ty

1. n
' K

J��!p
a� ,· 

The e f f i gy i s  1 6 0 f e e t  l ong . Af ter a pho tograp 

"In Search o f  Mys ti c a l  S i te s  - Part 2 , "  4 0 . 
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Fig. 5. S e rpent e f f i g i e s . 
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the ne ck f o l l ows the l i ne o f  the b l u f f  for 6 0 0  feet . The ro l l  
o f  the body extends 3 0 0  feet further , but i s  brough t out more 
fu l l y by four h i gh con i c a l  mounds . The e f f i gy then f o l l ows the 
l i ne of the b l u f f  for 6 0 0  f e e t  more , the ra t t l e s  of the s nake 
b e i ng p l a i n l y  vi s i b l e  at the northe rn extrem i t y  of the b l u f f . 
[ 8 ] 

Wisconsin 

Stephen Peet noted a l s o  that s erpent i ne e f f i g i e s  had been found 
in Wi s cons i n  at Mayvi l l e , Green Lake , Madi son , and Poto s i . [9 ] 

Ontario 

Southea s t  o f  P e terborough , Ontar i o , l i e s  S e rpent Mound s Prov i nc i al 
Park . I t  pre s e rve s mound s on a b l u f f above R i ce Lake . John 
Robert Colombo wr i te s : 

The pr i n c i pa l  Serpent Mound i s  a s i nuou s  s t ru c ture wi th head 
and ta i l . From the a i r  i t  re s emb l e s  a n  i mmens e  spermatozoa more 
than it does s ome s o r t  of s ea s erpent . It mea sure s 1 9 4  feet 
i n  l ength and an average 25 f e e t  i n  wi dth . I t  is s urrounded 
by eight o ther mound s , l ow ova l or c i rc u l ar s t ruc ture s w i th major 
di amete r s . The s e  other mounds were v i v i d l y  de s cr i bed by the 
archaeo l og i s t  Dav i d  Boy l e  as " eggs . "  [10 ] 

ROCK PAINTINGS 

Serpent s  and s erpent i ne f igure s appear i n  the anc i ent rock 
pa int ings of North Ame r i c a . In the s tudy o f  Great Lak e s  rock art 
by Selwyn Dewdney and Kenneth K i dd they appear repeated l y . The i r  
work [1 1 ]  c a n  be c on s u l t ed f o r  t h e  i l lu s trat i on s  • 

• • •  two s erpent ine f i gure s , one w i th ant l er s , the o ther w i th horn s , 
symme t r i c a l l y  f ac i ng a l arge turt l e . To the l e f t , rather c rude ly 
pai nted on very rough grani te , wa s a s erpent f i f teen f ee t  l ong , 
wi th open mouth , ears , and three l arge f l i pp e r s  - - a ver i  tab l e  
Ogopogo . [p . 4 5 ] 

• • •  to the lower l e f t , f l oa t s  a horned s erpe n t -s t u rgeon , wi th 
proje c t i ng s p i n e s  the l ength o f  i t s  back . [p . 4 6 ]  

• • •  a s e rpent -mons t e r , the l a tter wi th jaws and f o r e -f l i pper • • •  

[p . 5 0 ]  

• • •  a great s erpent . . .  [ p .  8 2 ]  

ORAL TRADITIONS 

Some words are i n  order here about de f i ni ng the focus o f  the 
rema i nder o f  th i s  art i c l e . G i ven the nature o f  o r a l  trad i t i on s  and 
s igh t i ng s  of g i ant snakes as c a rr i ed in jou rna l s and newspape r s , there 
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i s  not an easy di s t i nc t i on among wha t  might be a c tu a l  snakes and the 
other "water mons ter s "  that h ave been reported in Nor t h  Amer i ca . 
Such report s t e l l o f  very l arge a l l i gator- l i ke rept i l e s  i n  l ake s and 
r i ve r s . [1 2 ]  G i gant i c  amph i b i ou s  creatures wi th extended d imens i on s  
t h a t  appear snake - l i ke f rom a di s t ance have b e e n  reported a l s o . [ 1 3 ] 
C l o s e r  obs ervat i on s  reveal f i n s  and l e g - l ike appendage s t h a t  s ugge s t  
they a r e  not s erpent s .  

I wi l l  attempt here to c i te o n l y  snakes i n  the r ema i ni ng text 
and to l eave the othe r s  for f ur ther c on s i dera t i on l a ter . Even the 
top i c  o f  g i ant ra t t l e s nake s mu s t  be s im i l a r l y  put a s i de for now . 
There i s  enough about them to mer i t  s eparate con s i derat i on . We s tern 
l ak e s  and r i vers are s o  popu l a ted w i th reports t h a t  I wi l l  focus here 
on trad i t ions and report s e a s t  o f  the Rocky Mount a i ns . 

When peop l e  s e e  such extraord i nary t h i ng s  a s  t h e s e  and try to 
de s c r ibe them they a r e  apt t o  make c ompar i so n s  with known f auna . 
Th i s  i s  a h e l p f u l  a t tempt to de s c r i be s omet h i ng s tr ange . When s omeone 
compar e s  a g i ant s nake to a known s nake it i s  not enough to s ay that 
k i nd o f  snake doe s n 't get that big s o  the s tory mu s t  be f a l s e . And 
we c anno t expect cons i s tency in a l l  the account s when we have no ba s i s  
upon wh i ch t o  expe c t  cons i s t ency . G i ant s nake s tor i e s  m i gh t  u l t imat e l y  
be exp l a i ned b y  more than o n e  k i nd o f  s nake . 

Anthropo l og i s t  Albert G a t s chet and jou rna l i s t Cha r l e s  Montgomery 
S k i nner are two of the f ew peopl e  to h ave gathered together s amp l i ng s  
o f  t h e  Ame r i c an Indi an trad i t i ons o f  wa ter mons t er s .  M u c h  o f  S k i nn e r ' s  
text a c tua l l y  s umma r i z e s  1 9 th c entury news i t e rns b e c a u s e  the bea s t s  
were h e a rd of f requen t l y  a s  t h e  country wa s s e t t l ed E a s t  t o  We s t  by 
the new Ame r i cans . 

Gat s chet wr i te s  that the horned s nake i s  "known to a l l  o r  m o s t  
I nd i an t r i be s . "  He c i te s  s ome o f  them : 

Rev . S .  T .  Rand ment i on s  a f a bu l ou s l y  l arge s nake b e l i eved i n  
b y  the Mi cmac I nd i a n s  o f  ' Nova S c ot i a , who s e  name i s  Ktchi­
pitchkayam; no de s c r ipt i on is g i ven o f  i t , but t h e  n ame i mp l i e s 
s im i l a r ity wi th Kinepikwa o r  Ktchi-Kinepikwa, " the great s nake " 
o f  the A l gonk i an t r ibe s f a rther we s t . The S h awnee I nd i an s  h ave 
a s tory of a one-horned s nake , wewiwilemita manetu . . .  

The Potawa t o rni I nd i an s , when s e t t l ed a l ong Wab a s h  R i ver , had 
a tradi t i on tha t there w a s  a mon s t e r  s e rpent i n  Lake Mani tou • • • •  

The numerou s t r i b e s  o f  the S i ouan f am i ly , who s e  pr i n c i pa l  member 
is the Dako t a  nat i on , undoubted l y  had a s  many wa t e r -mon s t e r s  
a s  t h e  Al gonk i an s , c on s i de r i ng t h e  l arge numbe r  o f  l ak e s , brook s , 
and r i ve r s  i n  the i r  exten s i ve doma i n . I t  w i l l , however , s u f f i ce 
to ment i on the Unktehi, o r  Unktexi, t he i r  Neptune o r  d iv i n e  ru l er 
of the wa ter s , who s e  name i s  a l so de s i gnated a f ab l ed mon s ter 
o f  the deep and the wha l e  o f  the s a l t -water . I n  f a c t , Unktehi 
means any l arge anima l , f o r  i t  i s  u s ed a l s o t o  de s i gnate s ome 
large e x t i n c t  an ima l , who s e  bon e s  are at t ime s f ound by the 
I nd i an s . The Wi nnebago o r  Hotchank Ind i an s  [now t h e  He-Chunk 
Nat i on MAH ] o f  Nebr a s k a  and W i s cons i n  know the Waktchexi, 
a m i raculou s bea s t  o f  the wa tery e l ement wh i ch had the power 
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o f  impart ing wond e r f u l  qua l i t i e s  to peop l e  who had been f a s t ing 
for a s c e t i c  purpo s e s . [1 4 ]  

Among the trad i t i on s  o f  the Cherokee col l ec ted by Jame s Mooney 
wa s "a great l eech or tlanusi, f o rmer ly in Va l l ey R i ver , ju s t  above 
the junct ion of H i awa s s e e  Creek , at Murphy , North Caro l i na . Another 
wa s "Uktena, a huge s nake or wat e r - s erpent , one h o l d i ng forth at 
d i f f erent p l aces a l ong s treams and to be kept d i s t i n c t  f rom the 'great 
horned uktena . '" [1 5 ]  

Sk i nner i n  h i s  American Myths and Legends t e l l s  o f  a f i f ty-foot 
snake reputed to emerge f rom Cha i n  Lake s in Wa s h i ngton County , Ma i ne , 
to d i ne on Indians and hor s e s . Further he c i te s  a s erpent i n  Devi l 's 
Lake , North Dakota , that made an appearance i n  1 8 9 6 . Al s o : 

Thompson's Lake , I l l i no i s , h a s  a s e rpent a t  l ea s t  a hundred feet 
long , wi th large s c a l e s , changeab l e  eye s , and green wh i sker s , 
I t  wa l l ows about i n  the corn - f i e l d s  now and then , l e av i ng a tra i l  
ten feet w i de . [1 6 ]  

Thompson 's Lake , a backwater swamp on the I l l i no i s  R i ve r , wa s l ater 
dra i ned and turned into r i ch f arml and . 

In Myths and Legends of Our Own Land Sk i nner prov i d e s  the 
fo l l owing paragraph s that s how the big s nakes were a c tu a l  news i t e rn s  
at t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  1 9 th c entury . 

The s e a - s erpent s ome t ime s s hows amph i b i ou s  tendenc i e s  and 
occ a s i ona l l y  l e ave s the s ea for f r e s h  wa ter . Two of him were 
s een i n  Dev i l 's Lake , W i s cons i n , i n  1 8 9 2 , by f our men . They 
con fe s s , howe ve r , that they were f i sh i ng at the t ime . The snake s 
had f i n s  and were a matter o f  f i f ty f e e t  l ong . When one o f  the 
the s e  rept i l e s  f ound the other in h i s  vi c i nage he rai s ed h i s  
head s i x  f e e t  abo ve the wat e r  and f e l l  upon h im tooth and na i l  
- - i f  h e  had na i l s . I n  the i r  s trugg l e s  the s e  u np l e a s an t  ne i ghbo r s  
made such wave s t h e  f i shermen's boat wa s near l y  u p s e t . 

In Apr i l  1 8 9 0 , a wat e r - s nake wa s reported i n  one o f  
Lake s , i n  the Berk sh i re H i l l s , but the eye -wi tne s s e s  
sport s l e t  h i m  o f f  wi th ·a l ength o f  twenty- f i ve f ee t . 

the 
of 

Twi n  
h i s  

S y s l adobo s i s  Lake , i n  Ma i ne , h a s  a s nake w i th h e ad l i ke a dog 's , 
but i t  i s  hardl y  worth men t i o n i ng bec a u s e  i t  i s  onl y  e ight feet 
long - - hard l y  l onger than the name o f  the l ake . More enterpr i s e  
i s  shown acro s s  t h e  border , f o r  S k i f f  Lake , New Brunswi ck , ha s 
a s imi l a r  s nake t h i rty f e e t  l ong • • • •  

A snake haunt s Wo l f  Pond , Penn s y lvan i a , that i s  an a l l eged r e l i c  
o f  the S i l ur i an age . I t  wa s l a s t  s een i n  Septemb e r , 1 8 8 7 , when 
it unro l l ed th i rty f e e t  of i t s e l f  before the eye s of an a l armed 
spectator aga i n  a f i sherman . The beho lder s truck h im wi th 
a po le , and in revenge the s erpent caps i z ed h i s boa t ;  but he 
forbore to eat h i s  enemy , and , d i v i ng to the bottom , d i s appeared . 



The creature had a b l ack body , 
wi th d i ngy ye l l ow-bands , and a 
po i nted , l i ke a p i k e 's . [1 7 ]  
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about s i x  
mot t l ed 

i nche s th i ck , r i nged 
green head , l ong and 

I have not found a Wo l f 's Pond in Penn s y l van i a , but there are two 
of them to the north i n  New York S t a t e . Perhaps one o f  them wa s mean t . 

When l ake mon s te r s  are c o n s i dered , the one i n  Lake Mani tou i n  
I nd i ana h a s  o f t en been c i ted . The rea s on i s  that one Dona l d  Sma l l ey 
extracted i t  h i s tory and wrote i t  up i n  the Indiana Magazine of History 
in 1 9 4 6 . Two e x t r a c t s  f rom that d i s c u s s i on g i ve u s  the be s t  o f  the 
repo r t s  that o r i g i na ted a round 1 8 3 8  • 

. • •  Mr . L i nd s ay , who i s  w�l l  known here , wa s r i d i ng near the mar g i n  
o f  t h e  Lake , when he s aw ,  at t h e  d i s tance o f  2 0 0  f e e t  from h i m , 
s ome a n i ma l  ra i s e i t s  head three or f our f e e t  above the s ur face 
of the water . He felt the s ecur i ty o f  the shore , and vi ewed 
the my s te r i ou s  c reature many m i nute s ;  when i t  d i s appeared and 
r e - appeared three t ime s in s uc ce s s i on . The head he de s c r i bed 
as being about three feet a cro s s  the f ront a l  bone , and hav i ng 
s ometh i ng o f  the contour o f  a " bee f 's head , " but the neck 
tape r i ng , and hav i ng the cha rac ter o f  a s e rpent ; c o l or d i n gy , 
wi th l arge br i gh t  ye l l ow s po t s . I t  turned i t s head f rom s i de 
to s i de wi th an e a s y  mot i on , i n  apparent s u rvey o f  the s urround ing 
object s . [ 1 8 ]  

* * * 
[Quot ing S and ford C .  Cox] I have been i n formed that Aus t in W .  
Morr i s , who c ompl e ted the s urvey o f  the l ake f o r  the e r ec t i on 
o f  the mi l l s , s a id that s evera l  o f  h i s f l a g -men , whi l e  a s s i s t i ng 
i n  i t s s u rvey h ad become a l armed and made to s hore , dec l ar i ng 
that they had s een a mon s ter i n  the wat e r  - - and for awh i l e  i t  
wa s d i f f i cu l t  f o r  h i m  t o  get a man t o  c arry the red f l ag . Whether 
they rea l l y  s aw anyth i ng t er r i b l e  i n  the wa ter , o r  the i r  f e a r s  
were mere l y  the r e s u l t  o f  an exc i ted imag i na t i on , a f t e r  hear i n g  
the I nd i an l egends , Mr . Mor r i s  never pretended t o  s ay . [19 ] 

We c an now put I nd i an l e gend f i rm l y  beh i nd u s  and c on s i de r  the 
record that ha s e x i s ted for the n i ne t e enth c entury t e l l i ng of g i ant 
s nakes encounte r ed i n  the e a s tern s ta te s  and prov i nc e s . 

GIANT SNAKES IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY ( Fi g . 6 )  

I w i l l  beg i n  w i th a r eport f rom Lake Ontar i o . The c r ed i t  for 
turn i ng up th i s  a c c ount goe s  t o  Beno i t  Crev i e r  o f  Mont re a l , who a l so 
prov i ded many other account s a s  noted f o r  th i s  t ime per i od . The Great 
Lake s and nearby l ak e s  s uch a s  Lake S imcoe have been the source for 
nume rou s s e rpent and mon s t e r  r eport s . My aim h e r e  i s  t o  s how the 
range o f  gi ant s nake appearanc e s  i n  geography and in t ime . 

Lake Ontario - 1867 

Thi s  art i c l e  appeared u nder " Th e  S e a  S erpent i n  Lake Onta r i o "  i n  the 
wee k l y  S t . Cathe r i ne s , Ontar i o , Constitutional f o r  2 7  June 1 8 6 7 . 
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The Oswego [New York ] Palladium g i v e s  the f o l l owing account of 
a "s en s a t i on "  that o c c urred to a party o f  ladies and gent l emen 
who went out upon the Lake in a row boat , a f ew even i ng s  s i nce : 

"Wh en oppos i te the h i l l  upon wh i ch the She l don r e s idence s t ands , 
some 3 0 0  feet f rom the shore , and about ten o 'c lock , the oc cupan t s  
of t h e  boat , who were s i ngi ng at t h e  t ime , heard a pecu l i a r  no i s e  
wh i ch at tracted the i r  attent i on . About 2 0 0  f e e t  ahead o f  them , 
and w i t h i n  1 0 0 f e e t  of the shore , they s aw wha t they f i r s t  thought 
to be a l og f l oa t i ng i n  the water . The pecu l i ar no i s e wa s 
repeated and thi s t ime i t  wa s apparent that i t  came f rom the 
v i c i n i ty o f  the "l og . "  The s t e e r sman headed the boat towards 
the "l og , "  as he s a i d , for the purpo s e  of r e s c u i ng the c a s taway 
"bu l l  f rog . "  Imme d i a t e l y  that boa t 's head wa s turned , the party 
al l saw a mo s t  horr i b l e  s i gh t . The form o f  a huge s n ake wa s 
rai s ed fu l l y f i f teen f e e t  i nto the a i r , and brough t  down i nto 
the wa ter three or f our t imes in qui ck s u cce s s ion . A no i s e 
s imi l a r  to that heard prev i ou s l y , but great l y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  power , 
wa s heard; the rept i l e  s e t t l ed i nto the wa ter , and w i t h  i t s  horr id 
head e l eva ted about two f e e t  above the s ur f ace , began to move 
o f f  towards the centre of the Lake , repeat i ng the noi s e , wh i ch 
s ounded l i ke the b e l l ow o f  a bu l l , and l a s h i ng the wat e r  i nto 
foam for a d i s t ance of at l e a s t  forty f e e t  beh i nd the head . 

"When the mons t e r  ra i s ed h i s  head f i r s t , the two l a d i e s  who s a t  
fac i ng the s cene s cr e amed a n d  f a i nted . T h e  other two , though 
t e r r i b l y  f r i gh t ened , kept the i r  eyes f i xed on the mon s t e r  unt i l  
i t  d i s appeared . The men s e emed para l y z ed b y  the s i gh t , and s tate 
that they were unab l e  to make a s troke o f  the o a r s . They were 
not near enough to s e e  the shape of the head , but unite i n  s a y i ng 
that the body o f  the animal wa s a t  l e a s t  two f e e t  t h i c k , and 
gradua l l y i nc r e a s ed in s i z e down t o  the water . The be l l y  s eemed 
of a l i ght c o l o r  and the back b l ack . "  

Tennessee - 1868 

From Harper's Weekly ( New York ) for 1 Augu st 1 8 6 8 , p .  4 8 7 . 
Beno i t  Crevi er . 

Cred i t : 

The Na shvi l l e ( Tenne s s ee ) Banner re l a te s  a wonder f u l  s tory o f  
a wonder f u l  s erpent , wh i ch h a s  recen t l y  made a pre tty pub l i c  
exh i b i t ion o f  hims e l f , t o  the a l arm of the beholde r s . Tho se 
who were f avo red wi th a s i ght o f  the mon s ter a l l owed h i m , 
unmo l e s ted but carefu l l y  watched , to retreat to h i s  ho l e  a 
proce s s  wh i ch occup i ed , wi th s toppage s , s ome hour s . The s nake 
wa s e s t imated to be f orty feet l ong , and about forty i nche s in 
diame ter . A f t e r  he retreated to h i s  h o l e , the entrance wa s 
blocked up wi th s tone s , a nd then a s trong box f i f ty f e e t  l ong 
wa s made , one open end of wh i ch was thru s t  i n to h i s  s nake s h i p 's 
retreat . They hope to c apture h i m . Th i s  i s  the subs tance of 
the s tory; and i t  is said that the c reature h a s  been s een s evera l 
t ime s before wi t h i n  the l a s t  twenty - f ive year s . 
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From Har per 's Wee kly for 8 Augu s t  1 8 6 8 , p .  5 0 7 . 

The "b i g  s nake " o f  Tenne s s ee h a s  been a lmo s t  c augh t !  But , a l a s , 
for the peace of the Commun i ty ,  he has e s c aped , and i s  aga i n  
a t  l arge . A trap h a d  been s e t  f o r  h im , con s i s t i ng o f  a n  immense 
box , wi th i t s open end p l a c ed aga i n s t  the mou th o f  the ho l e  i nto 
wh i ch h i s  s nake s h i p  r e t i red . He wa s s een -- a t  l e a s t  h i s  head 
wa s -- go i ng i n to the trap ; but the beholder wa s s o  terr i f i ed 
that he rushed away at fu l l  s peed . The next p e r s on who ventured 
near the trap found i t  l y i ng wi th one end s t i l l  i n  the ho l e , 
but the other r i ven a s  i f  s t ruck by l ightning , s ome o f  the bar s 
of i ron be i ng found f u l l y  f i f t y  s teps o f f . No one s uppo s ed for 
a moment he wou l d  be ab l e  t o  break the immens e  cage prepared 
for him; i t  wou ld have h e l d  a l i on .  So s a y s  the Na s hv i l le Banne r . 

Latest intelligence: The s nake h a s  at l ength been shot by a coupl e  
of young men! H e  mea s ured 2 9  � f e e t  l e ngth , and h i s grea t e s t  
c i rcumference wa s 3 0  � i nc h e s . He wa s spotted l i ke a rat t l e snake , 
and a ter r i b l e - l ook i ng f e l l ow .  

Here we f i nd evidence that wi l l  comfort tho s e  who s ay that there 
are gro s s  exaggera t i on s  in r eport s o f  g i ant snake s . The e s t ima te 
of forty feet for the Tenne s s ee s n ake turned ou t to be an over -s t a t e ­
ment b y  2 5 %! That s nake wa s on l y  2 9  � f e e t  l ong ! 

Th i s  may a c tua l l y  serve a s  a good examp l e  o f  how e s t imates are 
faul ty . Wh en we a re con s i de r i ng s i z e s  in exce s s  o f  twenty f eet we 
shou ld probably reduce the e s t ima t e s  by 2 5 %. 

Pe nnsylvania - 187 1 

From the week l y  Perth ( On t ar i o ) Courier for 1 5  S eptembe r  1 8 7 1 , 
Fr i day . Credi t :  Beno i t  Crevi e r . 

The v i c i n i ty of R i  tter svi l l e , Leh i gh County , Penna . ,  h as been 
thrown into a f ever o f  exc i tement by the appearance there of 
a mon s ter b l ack snake , mea s u r i ng twenty- f ive to t h i rty f eet in 
l ength , and the t h i ckne s s  of a c ommon s tove p i pe . La s t  week 
she wa s c ome acro s s  by a l i gh t n i n g - rod pedd l e r . H i s  hor se 
sudden l y  made a s top , and on l ooking about for the c a u s e , he 
s aw i n  f ront o f  h i m  a c ro s s  the road the huge r ept i l e , i t s  head 
i n  a rye f i e l d , wh i l e  i t s  t a i l  was jus t  l eaving the f ence on 
the other s i de of the r o ad . She f o l l owed h e r  cour s e  through 
the rye , wh i ch wa s s een to swa y  backward and f o rward a s  s h e  moved 
through the f i e l d . The man hurr i ed on and i n formed the n e i ghbo r s  
who fo l l owed t h e  s nake w i th guns , but she t ook r e f uge between 
some rocks and wa s l o s t  to v i ew . Many other p e r s on s  c l aim to 
have s een the s nake at var i o u s  t imes and p l a c e s  w i t h i n  the pas t 
year . La st year s h e  was c h a s ed through a c lover f i e l d , the path 
made by her cour s e  l ooking as if a heavy l o g  had been dragged 
a l ong . One o f  her f avor i te amu s ements wa s co i l ing her ta i l  about 
a l imb of a tree and swing to and f ro l i ke a l arge pendu l um ,  
dart ing her tongue i n  and out , s n app i ng her jaws , and emi tt ing 
a s ound be tween a h i s s  and a groan . I n  S eptembe r  l a s t  s he wa s 
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seen near Leh i gh , s l owly trave r s i ng a f i e ld , wi th head erec t , 
and bea r ing i n  her mouth a l a rge roo s te r  wh i ch she had captured , 
and at another t ime a sport sman , o f  South Beth l eh em , s udden l y  
came upon her a s  s h e  wa s i n  t h e  a c t  o f  c a t c h i ng a cat i n  her 
t i ghten i ng gra sp . The s nake b e i ng o f  s uch immense s i z e ,  and 
man i fe s t l y  great rage , the young man became a lmo s t  pa l s i ed wi th 
fear , and imme d i a t e l y  ran away f rom the terr i b l e  l o c a l i ty ,  not 
t h i nk i ng of h i s  gun , wh i ch he m i gh t  h ave u s ed in de s troy i ng the 
mon s ter . A party to go i n  pur su i t  of the mon s t e r  h a s  now been 
organ i z ed ,  when it i s  hoped the s e rpent w i l l  be k i l led . 

The town i s  "R i t tervi l l e "  on today ' s maps . I t  and the other 
loca t i on s  are a l ong the Leh i gh R i ver . The headwa t e r s  o f  the Leh i gh 
were i n  the Great P i ne Swamp ( a l s o  known a s  Shade s o f  Death Swamp ) 
i n  e a s tern Penn s y lvan i a . 

The Drowned Lands - New York - 1873 ( Fi g s . 7 -9 )  

New York S ta t e  h a s  three s wampy r e g i o n s  i n  h e r  e a s tern ha l f  that 
have been known as "the Drowned Lands . "  The f i r s t  is a l arge area 
i n  Orange County that extended into New Jer s ey . Unt i l  1 8 9 0  it wa s 
"a swampy and a lmos t  i nacc e s s i b l e  jungl e , owned by the S t a te bec a u s e  
the s u r round i ng f armer s  c on s i dered i t  va l ue l es s . "  T h e  l and was c l eared 
and converted to oni on f i e l d s  over the next s everal decade s . [2 0 ]  

The s ec ond i s  Drowned Lands Swamp i n  Co l umb i a  Count y . 
The th i rd i s  a l ong and narrow s tr e t ch o f  s wamp a t  the bot tom 

of Lake Champ l a i n  f rom Putnam S t a ti on to Wh i teha l l , New York . From 
th i s  reg i on have c ome s tor i e s  of g i ant s erpent s .  The l ake h a s  been 
a s ource o f  many report s o f  a k i nd o f  mon s te r  that is though t to be 
s ome thing other than a g i ant s erpent . [ 2 1] The f o l l ow i ng t e s t imony 
sugge s t s  that there may be both Lake Champ l a in Mon s te r s  and gi ant 
snakes i n  c l o s e  prox imi ty . 

Th i s  a rt i c l e  appeared i n  the S t . Pau l ( Mi nn e sota ) Daily Press 
for 2 9  Ju l y  1 8 7 3  under the t i t l e  "The Champ l a i n  Sea Serpent . "  

From the Wh i teha l l  ( N . Y . ) Times. 
We gave our readers l a s t  week an a ccount o f  the enormou s 

s erpent wh i ch l a t e l y  made i t s  appearance near Dres den i n  L ake 
Champl a in . Further i nve s t i ga t i o n s  conf i rm the authent i c i ty of 
i t s  pre s enc e . For the l a s t  twenty year s  the mo ·n s t e r  has been 
s een at i nt e rva l s  by men who s e  verac i ty is unque s t i oned . The 
l ake a t  and near Dre s den , as our c i t i z en s  are aware , has many 
bayous , mar s h e s  and c ave s where such a mon s ter could s e c r e t e  
i t s e l f  from h uman ga z e . C a t  den i s  a mar s h  extend i ng about e ighty 
rod s i nto Dre s den mount a i n , i t s  i nner rece s s e s  be ing i nacc e s s i b l e  
to t h e  approach o f  man . A x  h e l ve bay , oppo s i te P u l p i t po i n t , 
i s  another p l a c e  where s uch a s erpent m i gh t  s e c rete i ts e l f  wi thout 
fear of mo l e s ta t i on f rom i t s  wors t  enemy . There i s  a c ave on 
the Chapman f a rm , wh i ch has a lway s  been s uppo s ed to c ont a i n  huge 
mon s te r s  and rept i l e s , and many t ime s men and boys have a s s e r t ed 
that the g l ore o f  a p a i r  o f  b r ight and h i deou s l ook i ng eyes ha s 
s truck terror to the i r  s ou l s a nd c au s ed them to f l ee for s a f ety . 
Harvey W .  Bue l l  h a s  a s s ured u s  that he had known o f  the e x i s t ence 
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o f  an immense s erpent i n  v i c i n i ty o f  Long pond for many year s , 
and we have the t e s t i mony of a member o f  the Barrett f ami l y  that 
traces o f  some maraud i ng mon s t er have been s een on the i r  f a rms , 
appea r i ng at i n terva l s  for the p a s t  ten or f i f t een year s . I t  
wa s but two weeks s i nce a party of f i shermen f rom o u r  v i l l age 
obs erved a gre at commo t i on in the wa ters o f  the l ake at a p l ace 
c a l l ed L i n l ey mar s h ;  at the s ame t ime s ometh i ng ro s e  about four 
feet f rom the wat e r 's s u r f ace , wh i ch they thought a t  the t ime 
wa s an enormou s turt l e , but the power wh i ch threw i t  upward wa s 
to them a mys tery . At the s ame t ime , f i sh were obs erved to s p r i ng 
from the wa ter i n  n e i ghborhood , wh i l e  a great wave r ipp l ed through 
the wa ter's s u r f a c e  o f  the mar s h . S ince the appearance o f  the 
art i c l e  i n  our l a s t  week 's i s sue , we have conver s ed w i th s everal 
men who have no hes i ta t i on whatever i n  s ay i ng tha t they have 
beh e l d  the mon s t e r . 

On Fr i day l a s t , Gen . Dav i d  Barrett i n forms u s  that h e  s aw 
the s erpent wi th h i s head s t i ck i ng out o f  t he wate r , ju s t  oppo s i t e  
t h e  dock at Dresden . The gene r a l  r an back f o r  t h i s gun , but 
the mon s ter had d i s appeared before h i s  return . Dav i d  Barrett , 
Jr . ,  and Leverett W i l s on s ta rted immedi a t e l y  i n  s earch o f  the 
huge repti l e , and they s aw him dragging h i s i mmens e  l ength acor s s  
the t a l l gra s s  o f  the mar s h . I t  had s ometh i ng i n  i t s mouth wh i ch 
re s emb l ed a l arge turt l e . Mr . Barrett ra i s ed h i s gun and f i red , 
but the s e rpent p a i d  no a ttent i on to i t  other than taking t o  
t h e  wa ter a n d  d i s appea r i ng i mmed i at e l y . Jame s Tob i n  a s s er t s  
po s i t i vely that he h a s  s e e n  t h e  s erpent . A l l o f  the s e  gentl emen 
th i nk the s erpent mu s t  be th i rty o r  forty f e e t  l ong , i n s tead 
of twenty , as s ta ted l a s t  wee k . They a l l  s ay the s un s h i n i ng 
on h i s  s i [l ]ver-l i ke s c a l e s  made the h i deou s l ength o f  the mon s ter 
g l i s ten b r i ght l y . Tha t  the s e rpent ha s been s een b e f o r e , we 
have the t e s t i mony o f  J . A .  Parke s , we l l  known to a l l  o u r  c i t i z en s , 
that about e i ght years ago , wh i l e d r i v i ng a l ong the pub l i c  h i ghway 
ea s t  of our vi l l age , he obs e rved a l arge snake e i ghteen or twenty 
f e e t  l ong , and as l arge as a man ' s  t h i gh , emerge f rom the moun t a i n  
rece s s e s  and move swi f t ly acro s s  the f i e l d s , a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  ten 
m i l e s  an hour , toward Jerry Col l in s ' mar sh , and take t o  the water . 

We have no d i s po s i t ion to c reate a s en s a t ion , knowi n g  f u l l  
we l l  that s ea s erpent s have been t o o  numerous o f  l ate years , 
but when gent l emen who a r e  known a s  men o f  verac i ty ,  g i ve u s  
t h e  f a c t s  before men t i oned , o u r  pro fe s s ion a s  journ a l i s t c a l l s  
upon u s  t o  lay s u ch f a c t s  b e f ore our r eader s . The exc i tement 
at Dre sden , and the i mmedi a te l oc a l i ty i s  i ntens e . P a r t i e s  armed 
and equ i pped are s earch i n g  the mars h e s  and bay s . Vi s i to r s  a r e  
f l oc k i ng to Dre s den , a n d  Gen . Barrett a s s u r e s  u s  t h a t  the 
notor iety we are g i v i ng h i s  l o c a l i ty s ubje c t s  h im t o  a nnoyance 
f rom vi s i to r s , who s e  que s t io n i ng s  wi l l  not a l l ow h i m  to a t tend 
to h i s  dut i e s . True i t  i s  that the men a t  work on t h e  New York 
and Canada ra i l road cannot be i nduced to wander o f f  a l one i n  
the ne i ghborhood o f  t h e  mon s t e r 's s tomp i ng ground , l e s t  the i r  
l iv e s  b e  s acr i f i ced t o  s a t i a t e  the appe t i te o f  the great s n ake . 
We .sha l l  l ay the f a c t s  before our reade r s  f rom wee k t o  week and 
tru s t  that we may s oon be ab l e  t o  chron i c l e  the de s t ru c t i on of 
the great s e rpent . 
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Ottawa Valley - 1874 

From the Ottawa ( On t ar i o ) Free Press f o r  S a turday , 1 4  November 1 8 7 4 . 
Cred i t : Beno i t  Crev i er . 

On F r i day l a s t  a s  Mr . R .  Young , a c c ompani ed by two young l ad i e s , 
was rowing i n  a boat on the O t t awa [R iver ] ,  a l i t t l e  b e l ow the 
mouth of the Madawa sk a , h e  s aw what appeared t o  b e  a l edge o f  
rocks s tanding o u t  o f  t h e  wat e r . Never h av i ng ob s e rved anyth i ng 
o f  the k i nd i n  the s ame p l a c e  b e f or e , though perf ec t l y  f am i l i ar 
with the s pot , he wa s c u r i o u s  to a s certa i n  wha t  i t  was . On 
approach i ng the obje c t  f o r  t h i s  purpo s e , i t  began to move , i t s  
progre s s  be i ng s i nuous and wavy , l i ke that o f  a huge s erpent , 
wh i l e the wat e r  a l ong i t s c our s e  wa s s p l a s hed about i n  a way 
that s e emed t r u l y  a l arm i n g , the wake i t  l e f t  beh i nd be i ng s ever a l  
a c r e s  i n  extant , l i ke t h a t  c au s ed by an ordi nary s te amer . The 
mon s ter , i f  s u c h  it s eemed , wa s about f i f t een f e e t  l ong , and 
at i t s  l arge s t  g i rth appea red to be about the s i z e of a c ommon 
but ter f i rk i n . Mr . Young , who had h i s  r i f l e a l ong , wou l d  have 
f i red at the c reatur e , had i t  not been f o r  the young l a d i e s , 
who bec ame t e rr i f i ed ,  c au s ing h i m  a t  once to g i ve up the pur s u i t . 
S i nce the appearance o f  t h i s  my s te r i ou s  v i s i tant , many s to r i e s  
o f  huge s nake s a n d  o t h e r  mon s t e r s  t h a t  h ave f rom t ime to t i me 
been s een in the O t t awa are r ev i ved . Mr . Carm i cha e l , of the 
Ca l ume t , te l l s  o f  a s nake wh i ch h e  s aw k i l l ed there , about forty 
year s ago , wh i ch mea s ured n i ne feet i n  l ength , and had a mane . 
Another report speaks o f  a s nake t h i rt een f e e t  l ong , k i l l ed s ome 
year s a go at Port age -du- Fort .  Meanwh i l e  specu l at i on i s  r i f e  
a s  t o  t h e  nature o f  t h e  c reature s ee n  by Mr . Young , b u t  a s  yet 
no one has been ab l e  to g i ve any s at i s f ac tory a ccount o f  i t .  

Ottawa Valley - 1880 

From the Pembroke ( Ontar i o ) Observer and Upper Ottawa Advertiser f o r  
Fr i day , 6 Augus t  1 8 8 0 . 

I f  the peop l e  i nteres t ed i n  Lake Duch e s n e  ( s t r e t c h i ng f rom O u i o  
[ Quyon o n  mode rn m a p s  MAH] to Ayl mer ) th i nk t h e y  are go ing 
to have a monopol y  o f  the s ea s e rpent they are m i s t aken . They 
may have an i n f ant one there , but the old or i g i na l  sea s erpent 
b e l ongs to Cha t s  Lake , and wa s s een there f our yea r s  ago , not 
on l y  by ma l e s , who do occ a s i ona l l y  see s nake s and s e rpent s ,  but 
even l ad i e s  we re eye w i tne s s e s  of h i s gambo l s , and now , to p l ace 
the matter beyond a doub t , on Monday l a s t , Capta i n  Brown , o f  
t h e  s teamer "Al l i ance , "  s aw th i s  s erpent aga i n , wh i l e  c oming 
down Cha t s  Lake , near S and P o i n t . H i s  a t t ent i on wa s c a l l ed to 
it by one o f  the crew o f  the "Al l i ance . "  It wa s then swimm i ng 
ahead o f  the boat , about 2 0 0  yards d i s t an t , and d i d  not appear 
to be i n  the l e a s t  f r i gh t e ned by the no i s e made by the padd l e s  
of the s teamer , b u t  kept i t s  c ou r s e  s teadi l y , a f ford i ng Cap t a i n  
Brown a n d  h i s  c r ew a good opportun i ty to i nspect i t  c lo s e l y . 
The cap t a i n  s t a t e s  that i n  swimm i ng the rept i l e 's head wa s s evera l  
f e e t  o u t  o f  t h e  water , w i th i t s  neck c rooked l i ke a swan . I t  
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had a f l a t  head , apparen t l y  about ten i nche s i n  breadth , and 
i t s  ne ck appe ared to be about s even i nches i n  d i ameter . After 
swimming ahead of the boat f o r  s ome d i s t ance , it f i n a l l y  s t ruck 
i n  towa rds the shore and d i s appeared . Capta i n  Brown s t a t e s  that 
if he had a r i f l e  on board he could have shot it e a s i l y . 

From the Pembroke Observer and Upper Ottawa Advertiser f o r  1 3 Augu s t  
1 8 8 0 . 

For the i n format ion of tho s e  journal s who regard Cha t s  Lake "s e a "  
s e rpent as a recent "d i s covery , "  and speak o f  t h e  Duche sne Lake 
s e rpent a s  the "o l des t , "  we wou l d  s t ate that Cha t s  Lake enjoys 
the d i s t i n c t i on of be i ng the f i r s t  l ake on the O t t awa [Ri ve r ]  
i n  wh i ch a mon s ter s erpent wa s e v e r  reported to have b e e n  s een . 
More than s i xteen years ago , a man named Cameron who re s i ded 
on the shore of a beaut i fu l  bay on the Cha t s  Lake , in the Town s h i p  
of Br i s tol , Pont i a c  county , a n d  who a f terward s r emoved t o  Ott awa 
to res i de , reported through the n e i ghborhood that the h a d  s een 
a "mons ter s nake " i n  the Ott awa [Ri ver ] . H i s  de s c r i p t i on of 
i t s s i z e and appearance corre s ponds w i th that g i ven by Capt a i n  
Brown and the pa s s enge r s  o f  t h e  s teamer Al l i an c e , who s e  repo r t  
o f  hav i ng seen i t  n e a r  S and P o i nt wa s pub l i s hed l a s t  week . N o  
credence wa s p l aced i n  the s to ry by tho s e  who h e a rd i t ,  a n d  f o r  
s ome years i t  wa s a lmo s t  f orgotten . Some y e a r s  ago , however , 
s ome r e s ident s of Arnpr i o r  r e v i ved the ma tter by a s s ert i n g  that 
they had s een the s erpent i n  the l ake near that v i l l age . S t i l l  
the s tory wa s s c a r c e l y  credi ted . Indians who 1 i v e  i n  a hou s e  
o n  the bank o f  t h e  l ake have a t  var i o u s  t ime s s t ated t h a t  t hey 
s aw the s e rpen t . The ac count g i ven by tho s e  who a s s e r t  they 
s aw it f rom the deck o f  the s t e amer l a s t  week is so c i rcum s t an t i a l  
that i t  i s  s a i d  many who b e fo r e  wer e  s cept i c a l  now f i rm l y  bel i eve 
that there i s  a s e rpent i nh ab i t i ng Cha t s  Lake . 

The fo l l owing i s  exce rpted from " More Mons ters " i n  the P embroke 
Observer and Upper Ottawa Advertiser for 10 S eptember 1 8 8 0 . 

La s t  week the Arnpr i o r  Chronicle s t a ted that Mr . Ja s . M i l l s  o f  
Torbo l ton , and Mr . He i nan Kede y , of Fi t z roy , wh i l e o u t  f i s h i ng 
at the mou th o f  Con s t ance Creek , Torbo l ton , had the p l e a sure 
o f  an i ntervi ew wi th the "o l d  or i g i na l "  s ea s e rpent . We should 
l i ke to pub l i sh the d i mens i ons g i ven , but our c on s c i en c e  i s  young 
and tender . I n  the s umme r  of 1 8 7 2 , s imi l a r  aqua t i c  mons t e r s  
brought thems e l ve s i n  to prom i nenc e . Report s pub l i shed i n  t h e  
newspaper s  of t h a t  t ime , s ta t ed that a mon s t e r  s e rpent had been 
s een in Cha t s  Lake . Abou t  a month a f t erward i t  wa s g i ven out 
by s everal part i e s  i n  the town s h i p  o f  Ro s s , Ren frew Co . ,  that 
they had s een "a l arge , b l a ck s nake , about as t h i c k  a s  a 
s tovepi pe , "  i n  the vi c i n i ty o f  Green Lake , three m i l e s  f rom 
Cobden . I t  wa s genera l l y  s uppo sed , at the t ime , tha t t h i s s tory 
wa s c i rcul ated to pro t e c t  the w i l d  f ru i t  wh i ch wa s p l ent i f u l  
i n  t h a t  l o c a l i ty . A f ew w e e k s  l a ter a number o f  Cobden i t e s  
a s s erted t h a t  t h e y  s aw the s erpent pa s s i ng up Mu s kr a t  Lake , 
oppo s i te the Vi l l age , h e ad i ng t owards P embroke . Mr . A .  McCu l l ough , 
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subs equentl y  a pho tographer i n  Bryson , who wa s c r o s s i ng the l ake 
at the ti me , s ta ted po s i ti v e l y  tha t  the s e r pen t pa s s ed abou t 
twenty yards f rom h i s c anoe , going down s tream , toward Pembroke . 
He gave the u s u a l  de s c r i p ti on : head abou t the s i z e o f  a wooden 
pa i l , wi th a c r e s t or mane , l arge , b r i gh t  e y e s , abou t as b i g  
a s  s aucers , s l ender neck , and s l eek , dark c o l ored body , abou t 
2 0  f e e t  l ong . The f o l l owing week , two we l l - known f a rme r s , 
res i d i ng abou t s i x m i l e s  f u r ther down the l ake , s e n t  a l e tter 
to the Pembroke . Observer, s ta ti ng tha t  the y , a l s o , had s een 
the s e rpen t, on the s ame day , going towards Pembroke . 

Ohio River - 1893 

From the P i ttsburgh ( P enn s y lvan i a ) Post for 8 Ju l y  1 8 9 3 . 
Larry Arno l d . 

Cred i t: 

Parker sbur g , W .  Va . ,  Ju l y  6 - - A f ew weeks ago di spa tches 
f rom below s ta ted tha t a s ea s erpen t wa s a l a rm i ng peop l e  down 
the Oh i o  R i ver . Boa t i ng p a r ti e s  here dur ing the pa s t  week have 
been grea tl y  f r i gh tened by the appearance of the mon s ter wi th 
a head a s  b i g  a s  a barrel . The f reak h a s  been v a r i ou s l y d e s cr ibed 
a s  8 to 1 5  f e e t  l ong , appear i ng to be f l oa ti n g  on the surface 
of the r iver , o f ten n e a r  Neg l e ' s I s l and . When approached the 
mon s ter wou l d  d i ve wi th gre a t  commo ti on o f  the wa te r s , mak i ng 
heavy wave s tha t were dangerous to open b o a ts . 

La s t  n i gh t  a p a r t y  o f  a do z en prom i ne n t  young peop l e , who 
are enti r e l y  re l i ab l e , wer e  ou t on a l arge boa t  when the mon s ter 
sudden l y  appeared , c ro s s i n g  the r iver in f r on t  o f  them . They 
were pan i c  s tr i cken and made frant i c  e f for t s  t o  get away f rom 
the l o c a l i ty w i thout ma ki ng an i nve s ti ga t i on . P a r ti e s  l iv i ng 
al ong the r iver s ta t e  that the mon s te r  c an be s ee n  da i l y ,  show i ng 
mo s t  con s p i cuou s l y when heading up the r iv e r , and apparen tl y  
changi ng i ts abode f requent l y . A l l de s c r i p t i on s  o f  the s trange 
mons ter agree , and the truth of the s tory i s  n o t  doubted i n  th i s  
l o c a l i ty . 

Minnesota River - Nineteenth Century 

The l a s t  o f  t h e s e  a c counts i s  taken f rom the r e co l l e c ti ons o f  
Morr i s  C .  Ru s s e l l abo u t  h i s  l i f e i n  M i nne s o ta . Th i s  e p i s ode transpi red 
when he wa s on barge heading up the M i nne s o ta R i v e r . 

We were c om i ng up the r iver w i th a l arge and h e av i l y - l aden barge , 
prope l l ed by twe l ve s ta lwar t  French "po l er s , "  s ix on a s i de . 
We had - - wh i ch wa s u nu s u a l  - - been c l ear to S t .  P a u l  wi th the 
barge , for c argo , th i s  tr i p . I ,  mys e l f , wa s a t  the helm . As 
we we re runni ng ga i l y a l ong pa s t  a s ec ti on o f  the country wh i ch , 
on the nor th s i de , wa s c a l l ed Eden P ra i r i e  now no te the 
s ta r tl i ng c o i n c i dence to f o l l ow I s aw s ome d i s tance ahe ad , 
a b i g  obje c t  swimm i ng the r i ver , coming f r om the "Eden" s i de 
of the r i ver . At f i r s t, I though t l i ttl e of i t, as we o f ten 
saw anima l s  cro s s i ng ,  above or b e l ow u s ;  but th i s  s eemed a tr i f l e 
out o f  the ord i nary , a s  the "wake " i t  made wa s l ong , and s eemed 
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an undu l at i ng , gra c e f u l  one , and the object s eemed i n  n o  hurry , 
whatever i t  wa s . I ca l l ed the at tent i on of the wi l d , dar e -devi l  
crew to the object • • •  , and wi th a ye l l  they bent t o  the i r  l ong , 
gl i s tening shoulder-po l e s , and s teered s tr a i ght for the objec t .  
They heavy barge s urged through the water wi th a swi sh u nder 
the grea t l y  added exer t i on s  of the men . I soon s aw ,  unbe l i evab l e  
a s  i t  seemed , that i t  wa s a g i gant i c  s erpent , wh i ch , a s ide from 
i t s  wonderful l ength , s e emed a s  b i g  around the body ( i n the 
m i dd l e ) a s  the l eg of a l arge man -- and it proved that t h i s 
e s t i ma t e  wa s but l i t t l e  exaggerated . As we approached i t ,  and 
the boa t 's speed wa s s l owed down , it s eemed to have h a l ted , and , 
wi th i t s  head erec t , i t  ga z ed a t  the approach i ng boat and exc i ted 
men on the forward deck w i th s eemi ng cur i o s i ty . S ome of the 
men ran the i r  po l e s  underneath i t , r a i s i ng a s ec t i on of i t  above 
the water , wh i l e  othe r s , l yi ng f l at on the i r  s toma ch s , r eached 
down and got hold o f  it w i th the i r  h ands , and w i th a ye l l ,  and 
a " ha u l  a l l  together , 1 1  it wa s b rough t up onto the deck . Th i s  
wa s about doub l e  the s i z e  -- cons i de r i ng l ength and th i ckne s s  
together -- of anyth ing i n  t h e  s nake l i ne ever b e f o re s een by 
any o f  that crew -- as near 1 y as it cou l d  be mea sured , it wa s 
found to be a f ew inches over twe lve feet i n  l ength , and s oon 
proved i t s e l f to be of the f em al e  " pe r s ua s ion . 11 I t  s eemed not 
to be a l a rmed , and as we a l l  s tood about in wonderment -- the 
Frenchmen f l i ng i ng " pa r l e -voo f r anc a i s "  at i t  t i l l  i t  ought to 
have been a shamed o f  i t s e l f  a t h i ng happened , whi ch I had 
heard of , but did not b e l i eve . The big s e rpent gave i t s e l f a 
sort o f  c onvu l s ive s qu i rm ,  threw open her mon s t e r  jaws , and h e l d  
them open unt i l , o n e  a f ter another , a doz en or mor e  o f  h e r  young 
c ame r a c i ng out onto the deck , and s c atter i ng al l hand s , i n  
bew i l d e r i ng a s toni s hment t o  h i gh -up perche s o n  the f r e i gh t - p i l e s . 
They were a l l  very r e spectably - s i z ed ,  every -day s n a k e s , them s e l ve s  

be ing a l l  o f  o n e  s i z e , and over a foot i n  l e ngth . They 
f ro l i cked about a l l  over the deck , as i f  g l ad t o  get out for 
a p l ay -spe l l . Meant ime , the b i g , s c a l y  old mother l ooked on 
adm i r i ngly , as much to s ay , " We l l ,  gent l emen , wha t  do you t h i nk 
o f  tha t for a r e a l  n i ce f am i l y ?" I f  she cou l d  have under s tood 
the Canad i an French tongue whe n  1 1  s poke 1 1  by men who had probab l y  
never heard of a Sundy -s choo ! ,  s h e  wou l d  unque s t i onab l y  have 
been s hocked b e ing f re sh f rom " Eden " ( Pr a i r i e ) .  A f t e r  the 
" l i t t l e  fo l k "  had p l ayed about the deck for ten m i nu te s , another 
funny thing happened , wh i ch p lu nged the French p a rt of the c r ew 
into a super s t i t i o u s  uproar . The b i g  s nake ra i s ed h e r  head about 
s i x  inches f rom the deck , threw wide her mouth , gave a we i rd ,  
pene tra t ing squeak i ng c a l l , when every one o f  the young snakes 
f l a shed i nto l i ne , and i n  l e s s  than three s econds , f r om h e r  c a l l , 
a s  I remember i t , the l a s t  one d i s appeared down he r throat aga i n ;  
she c l osed her mouth a n d  l ooked " p l e a s an t l y "  about , a s  t hough 
she wou l d  remark , " I  thank you k i ndl y , gent l emen , f o r  your very 
appre c i at ive a ttent i o n ;  the p e r f o rmance i s  now closed" and 
it had; for the crew i nd i gnan t l y  c ame down upon her , and p i tched 
the who l e  menage r i e  i nto the r iver , when " the b i gg e s t  s e rpent 
on e arth , 1� as the showmen wou l d  s ay , l e i sure l y  c o n t i nued her 
voyage , wi th her l i ve l y  and prom i s ing c argo . 
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G i ant snake repo r t s  have cont i nued throughout the twent ieth 
century in North Amer i c a . To do ju s t i ce to tho s e  a ccoun t s  I wi l l  
have t o  present them i n  a s e cond art i c l e  i n  the next i s s u e  o f  Wo nder s. 

We have seen that the anc e s to r s  o f  the h i s tor i c al Ame r i c an Indi an s  
bui l t  monuments repre s en t i ng i mme n s e  s erpent s and p e r h a p s  even the 
s imi l ar l y  negl e c ted g i ant "l i z ard . "  The wa t e r s  o f  e a s tern North 
Amer i c a  are not l ac k i ng for "mons t e r "  lore o f  g i ant s e rpent s . There 
is a h i s to r i c a l  record of peop l e  s ee i ng s uch things for over a century . 

A better answer p r e s en t s  i t s e l f  to exp l a i n  the s e  t h i ngs than 
the two mo s t  f avored an swer s , that of e s caped z oo i nm a t e s  and that 
of f i c t i oneering by an unr e l i ab l e  pop u l a c e . Cou l d  it be that the s e  
things a r e  a l l  evi dence o f  g i ant s nake s nat i ve t o  Nor t h  Amer i c a  that 
survive whe re l ake , s wamp , and mar sh cond i t i ons are s u i tab l e ?  

Gi ant s nake s have been a s ubje c t  o f  content i on a round the wor l d . 
I f  such th i ng s  exi s t  they are l i k e l y  to be d i f f i cu l t  to bring i nto 
our way of dea l i ng wi th t h i n g s . The rema i n s  of g i an t  s nakes wou l d  
decay readi ly i n  t he i r  favored envi ronmen t s . T h e  f a c t s  are that we 
have no c l ear i de a  wha t  the s e  g i ant s nake s woul d  be becau s e  they exceed 
our know l edge of a l l  known s nakes . Even the fo s s i l  rema i n s  of snakes 
do not exceed 3 3  f e e t , abo u t  the l im i t  a cknow l e dged f o r  c er t a i n  snake s 
l ivi ng today . [2 3 ]  

The d i f f i c u l ty 
shou l d  be obv i ou s . 
and s o  f a r  i t  h a s  
i t . 

i n  p r e s erving s uc h  a g i ant a f te r  one i s  k i l l ed 
The opportu n i t i e s  to pre s erve s ome th ing are rare 

been ea s i er t o  lose the evidence t han to mainta i n  

Some wi l l  be i n d i gnant t h a t  anyone wou l d  t ake the s e  s to r i e s  
s er i ou s l y . Some o f  u s  are i nd i gnant that w e  have i gnored the s e  s tor i e s  
f o r  s o  l ong . G i ant s nakes a r e  n o t  an i so l ated wonder . They a r e  but 
one more of the many nat i ve f auna of North Ame r i c a  that have been 
neg l e c ted becau s e  of a c ommon human f a i l i ng .  Human be ings are a 
near-s i gh ted s p e c i e s , poo r l y  equi pped to deal w i th t h i n g s  that are 
not r ead i l y  at hand , to be e a s i l y exam i ned , probed , and mea s ured . 

G i ant snake s c on s t i tu t e  one more s ubje c t  t h a t  p u t s  the l i e  to 
the f a tuou s not i on that s c i en c e  is a s y s tem that wor k s  and eventua l l y  
t r i umph s . O n  t h e  c on t r ary , i f  modern s c i ence c an i gnore a s ubject 
l i ke th i s  one l ong enough , h ab i t a t  des truc t i on w i l l  k i l l  off the 
anima l s  comp l e t e l y  and s c i ence wi l l  d e c l a re i t s v i nd i c a t i on becau s e  
there wi l l  b e  noth i ng l e f t  o f  t h e  anima l s  that wer e  tot a l l y  over l ooked . 

Modern s c i ence ha s run away f rom the d i f f i cu l t  que s t i ons and 
has yet to come to gr i ps w i th that f l aw in our s pec i e s  that demands 
e a s y  answer s .  
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Veo , Verde l l , 5 4  
Verr i l l , Add i s on Eme ry , 7 9  
Verr i l l , A l pheu s Hya t t , 7 8 - 8 8  

b ib l i ogrpahy o f , 8 0 - 8 8  
l i fe o f , 7 8 - 7 9  

Verr i l l , L i da Ruth , 7 9  

W i l s on ,  Lever e t t , 1 1 0  
Wol f Pond , 1 0 2 - 1 0 3  
Wra i ght , A .  Jo s eph , 4 2  
Wr i gh t , Bruce s . , 2 2 , 2 3  

Yet i , 3 3 , 3 8 , 4 9 , 5 1 , 6 9  
and Dryopithecus indicus, 

3 3  
track d imen s i on s  o f , 3 8  

Yeti, Bigfoot & True Giants 
( Ha l l ) ,  7 5 , 7 6  

Young , Dav i d  L . , 1 1  
Young , R . , 1 1 1  
Young , S ta nl ey , 1 2 , 2 1 , 2 3  
Youngman , P h i l i p , 4 4  

W O N D E R S 
Seek i n g  t h e  T r u t h i n  a U n i v e r s e o f  M y s t e r i e s  



WON DE R S · Vo 1 . 1 

� � 

WONDERS 
19 9 4 , 

WONDERS 
19 9 3 , 

WONDERS 
19 9 2 , 

WON DE R S · Vo 1 . 2  

. · WON DE R S · Vo 1 . 3  

1 9 9 4  ® 
- VOLUME THREE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • _ • • • • • • • • • • $ 1 6 • 9 5 
12 0 page s , 8� X 11 Europe $ 2 2 ;  E l s ewhere $ 2 4 . 0 0 
- VOLUME �0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  $ 1  4 .  5 0  
10 2 page s , 8 �  X 11 Europe $ 19 ;  E l s ewhere $ 2 1 . 0 0  
- VOLUME ONE • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $ 1 0 • 0 0 
7 1  page s , 8� X 11 Europe $ 15 ;  E l s ewhere $ 17 . 0 0 


